English 9 Honors Summer Reading
2018-2019 School Year
Parents and Students,
Why do people read? Why do people write? Students will be exploring this question throughout next year
and will begin exploring these reasons through summer reading. Specifically, through the themes of
Fahrenheit 451, students will gain an understanding of the importance of reading, writing and enriching
their brains with knowledge and, as a student in Honors English 9, students will continue to explore this
idea throughout the year.

School Year Expectations:
Your hard work in Junior High has allowed you the opportunity to take English at an accelerated level.
Below is the course description about Honors English 9:
This is an accelerated and in-depth course of study. It will challenge motivated and self-directed
students to excel by thinking and writing independently and creatively. Instruction will be based on
the Ohio benchmarks and indicators for grade nine. Students will read a variety of texts, utilize the
writing process, write for different purposes, research self-selected or assigned topics, and
continue to use effective communication techniques. Summer reading is required.
The Honors expectations through the English Department at Little Miami are high and I can’t wait to see
you rise to the standards. You will be reading several novels over the year, at a pretty quick pace, along
with writing a variety of essays and giving a few speeches and presentations. The work you complete at
the honors level will establish a strong literary foundation and exercise critical thinking skills. Overall, this
will be a challenging course, but extremely rewarding. As you are already aware, the skills of reading,
writing and oral communication are extremely important both inside and outside the classroom. These
skills will be worked on throughout the school year and will begin in the summer with the below
assignment.

Summer Reading Expectations:
This summer reading will help prepare you for the extensive English curriculum during the 2018-2019
school year. You will read the novel Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. This is dystopian fiction where Guy
Montag must live in a world where, instead of reading books, all books are burned and free thought is
abolished. Bradbury explores the idea of censorship, individuality and happiness.
Required Texts for Summer Reading:
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

Summer Reading Assignment:
1. Read Fahrenheit 451 and annotate important passages. An important first step in analyzing
literature is annotating the text. Basically, annotation is taking notes in your text as you read to
help you keep track of your thinking. These annotations will also help you get more out of your
reading and help you participate in class discussions. Annotating is a skill required the rest of your
high school career and teaches you to become a reader who is critical and analytical. You should
average about 1-2 detailed, informational annotations per page.

2. You annotations will be graded on the 1st day of school. This will be one of your first grades
of the year.
2. You will take a test on the book the first week of school.

Reading and annotating this novel will take time so work on them throughout the summer. Try your best
not to procrastinate. Take June off and relax and then once July hits, start reading and annotating. There
are no essay questions, quote analysis’ nor chapter questions to complete over the summer. I simply just
want you to read and annotate the book.

I cannot wait to get to know each of you as a student, reader and critical thinker. I think you’ll find my
class challenging, engaging and rewarding. If you have questions regarding the summer reading, please
email me at crosenbalm@littlemiamischools.com. I will try to periodically check my email throughout the
summer.

Have a great summer!
Mr. Rosenbalm

